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• Real Estate • 4th Annual Invest in Women Trusts 2/8/18 2/15/18 2/22/18 3/19/18 
• Luxury Travel •  Investments & Wealth Institute 

formerly IMCA ACE
 • Morningstar Investment Conference
 

• Insurance  Alternatives 5/11/18 5/18/18 5/25/18 6/19/18
• Health Care Services 
   
   
• Art & Collectibles •   9th Annual Inside Alternatives Charitable 8/13/18 8/20/18 8/27/18 9/19/18
• Education Services •   9th Annual Inside Retirement Giving
 •   7th Annual Impact/SRI & ESG 
    Investing  
 •   Investments & Wealth Institute  
  formerly IMCA Private Wealth Forum  
 • Schwab IMPACT  
 
 
• Estate Planning • Heckerling Institute on Estate Planning Impact Investing 11/7/18 11/14/18 11/21/18 12/18/18
• Charitable Giving •  Investments & Wealth Institute 

formerly IMCA Investment Advisor Forum 
 • TD Ameritrade National LINC
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Bunker 
time

How are the uber-wealthy preparing  
themselves for disaster?

By Thomas m. KosTigen

Glitzy backyard bunkers replete witH 
flat-screen televisions, billiard tables and underground swim-
ming pools. Bulletproof SUVs that can smash through walls and 
trample cars. Safe rooms with satellite communication equip-
ment. Aviation and marine evacuation services, personal medical 
hotlines, as well as private security staff.

Or, how about an underground, Cold War-era missile silo 
converted into a luxury “survival condo resort,” complete with 
a medical facility, shooting range, rock-climbing wall and dog 
park—and, of course, the ability to withstand a nuclear blast?

These are all part of a growing menu of high-end emergency 
preparedness offerings that high-net-worth individuals and their 
families are opting for in the face of encroaching disasters and 
potential political uprisings. 

Once the domain of wackadoo zombie apocalypse types, emer-
gency preparedness has gone mainstream and is going high end. 
Gwyneth Paltrow, Mark Zuckerberg, Ralph Lauren and Glenn 
Beck are among a cadre of rich and famous people who are report-
edly taking prepping more and more seriously. 

Bespoke emergency preparedness kits are even being sold at 
Restoration Hardware, at New York City SoHo boutiques and by 
Upper East Side doyennes via Tupperware-like parties. 

In addition to the uptick in natural hazards and terrorist inci-
dents, cyber warfare is another pressure point driving high-net-
worth individuals to opt for defensive services and supplies.

“Five years ago it was a different world,” says Dale Buckner, 
the chief executive of Global Guardian, who works with 79 high-
net-worth families and 28 family offices to provide emergency 
response and security solutions. Now, he says, internet profiling 
creates more hostage and ransom scenarios, never mind physical 
intrusions. And the idea of virtual calamity keeps people mindful 
about other problems on the rise and makes them want to prep.

Climate change is exacerbating extreme weather events. 
Charged political environments are fostering uprisings and riots. 
Terrorism, of course, incites fears of random acts of violence.

This all brings emergency preparedness front and center in 
today’s world.
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